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The School of Information Sciences faculty and staff join with your
family and friends in congratulating each of you on earning your
degree. As students you have been valued members of the iSchool
community. We look forward to staying in touch with you as you
pursue your careers. You have chosen a field where you can apply
your talents in many different settings, and we hope that you find

rewarding opportunities to use the knowledge and skills you have
developed.

Eunice E. Santos
Dean



Congratulations on earning your degree from the School of Information Sciences. You have
worked incredibly hard and have managed multiple competing deadlines, challenging group
dynamics, and the demands of balancing school, work, and some semblance of a personal life.
The alumni of the iSchool know what it means to earn this degree and we say earnestly that
we are incredibly proud of your achievements.

You are now faced with a world that has changed radically in just a few months. Finding your
place in a society altered by the global COVID-19 pandemic is a daunting task. But you are
not alone as you continue to create your path as an information professional. You join the
ranks of the nearly 10,000 living iSchool alumni and we are here to support, inspire, and
engage one another.

Remember that as you finish your degree program, you do not leave our community! When
you need to make connections with iSchoolers in new communities or at new organizations,
please reach out to the iSchool Alumni Affairs office to ask for assistance. Please do
remember, however, that a relationship is a two-way street and the iSchool needs you to keep
your side of the connection active! Tell us about your jobs, your moves, your successes.
Participate in our online events, volunteer to serve as panelists, speakers, and mentors. By
serving our shared community, you make us a richer, stronger, more diverse place for
everyone.

Again, congratulations and welcome to the community of iSchool alumni!
With best wishes,

Jill Gengler

Director of Alumni Affairs

School of Information Sciences
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

0000000000000 0000000000000000000

The iSchool Alumni Association’s worldwide membership congratulates each of you on
earning your degree! We join with your family and friends in celebrating your hard work at
the iSchool. Our alumni are excited to welcome you all into our diverse community during a
time when your innovative approaches to information access are needed most. We look
forward to partnering with you!

iSchool Alumni Association Board



¢ DEGREE CANDIDATES ¢

This program contains the official degree lists of graduates who earned the Doctor of Philosophy
(Ph.D.) degree in Library and Information Science, the Certificate of Advanced Study (C.A.S.) degree
in Library and Information Science, the Master of Science (M.S.) in Bioinformatics with a
concentration in Library and Information Science, the Master of Science (M.S.) degree in Information
Management, and the Master of Science (M.S.) degree in Library and Information Science in August
2019 and December 2019 and an unofficial list of candidates for May 2020 degree conferral. Due to
printing deadlines, the names of some degree recipients may not appear while the names of some
degree candidates who have not completed their degree requirements may be included.

4 DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY (Ph.D.) ¢
DEGREE CANDIDATE ® DISSERTATION TITLE * CONFERRAL DATE

Paige Danielle Cunningham Exploring Communication Patterns in Massive Open Online Courses.
August 2019

Jacob Guy Jett Towards A General Conceptual Model for Bibliographic Aggregates: Four Case Studies
From Our Bibliographic Standards. December 2019

Jimi Lee Jones So Many Standards, So Little Time: A History and Analysis of Four Digital Video
Standards. August 2019

Adam Kyle Kehoe Predicting Controlled Vocabulary Based on Text and Citations: Case Studies in
Medical Subject Headings in MEDLINE and Patents. August 2019

Shubhanshu Mishra Information Extraction from Digital Social Trace Data with Applications to Social
Media and Scholarly Communication Data. May 2020

Garrick T. Sherman Document Expansion and Language Model Re-estimation for Information
Retrieval. December 2019

4 CERTIFICATE OF ADVANCED STUDY (C.A.S.) ¢
DEGREE CANDIDATE ®* PROJECT TOPIC * CONFERRAL DATE

Amy C. Brokaw Understanding Children’s Perspectives on Computing: How School Libraries Empower
Students Through Technology Infused Curriculum. May 2020

Alec Veda Exploratory Case Study in Tibetan Text. December 2019

Zhonghong Wang Collaboration of Subject Librarians in Digital Humanities Initiatives on Campus: A
Case of Visualization of Social Connections and Geographic Movement of Xie Lansheng. May 2020



4 MASTER OF SCIENCE (M.S.) IN BIOINFORMATICS ¢
WITH A CONCENTRATION IN LIBRARY AND INFORMATION SCIENCE

August 2019

John A. Capozzo

May 2020

Sparsh Dayal Agarwal

Ravin S. Bandara
Tre K. Tomaszewski

4 MASTER OF SCIENCE (M.S.) IN INFORMATION MANAGEMENT 4

Robert Patrick Callahan Jr
Paul Edouard Gauthier
Yuerong Hu
Rahul Kumra

Devanshi Asit Bhatt
Rahul Chandran
Tianqgi Chen
Harsh Vijay Chheda
Pin-Huey Chiang
Gaurav Sarojini Dharra
Yuan Gao
Yashi Gupta
Cheng Hu
Gangfeng Huang
Pujeethaa Jakka
Lan Jiang
Shengzhe Jiao
Yuqi Kang
Sreeharsha Kavuru
Mubin Ahmed Khan
Gaozheng Liu
Tejal Arvind Mahore
Pranali Rajesaheb Mane
Gordon James Moreau

August 2019

December 2019

Linxi Liu
Tanvi Malhotra
Lang Qin
Ulyana B. Starchuk

Yunlu Pan
Ankita Pant
Shradaa Deepak Parkar
Srikanth Pendyala
Harshitha Ravindra
Devashish Sahay
Raghav Sethi
Salonee Shailesh Shah
Yanan Shen
Yu-En Tsai
Kandace Yvonne Turner
Mayank Vijaywargia
Saurav Subhash Yadav
Yanxing Yang
Hunju Yun
Wendi Zhang
Yazhuo Zhang
Zhe Zhang
Yueru Zhao



Diane An
Akshay Bafha
Beena Balakrishna

Priya Pradeepkumar Balgi
Yifan Bao
Vinu Prasad Bhambore
Ushma Urvish Bhatt
Yugian Cao
Worawich Chaiyakunapruk
Wentao Cheng
Sarvagya Dasgupta
Aakash Dogra
Sayantan Dutta
Cheri Anne Easterwood
Devansh Nitin Gandhi
Shanshan Gao
Shixiang Gao
Mingyan Gong
Rajkumar Awadhooyati Gosai
Yunya Gu
Mina Guo
Harshit Gupta
Mohit Gupta
Tatum M. Hawkins
Nihit Nitin Hindlekar
Bryan Tyson Hinds
Xiuyu Hong
Sayed Shazeb Hussain
Phoebe Weng Hwang
Ziqi Jiang
Wenyao Jin
Samuel John
Mihir Sadanand Joshi
Aditya Hemant Kadrekar
Saumye Kaushik
Vibhor Khetan
Archana Uday Kulkarni
Hsufeng Lee
Chang Li
Xinrong Li
Yongyi Li
Jay Liang
Hung-Yi Lin
Janet Lin
Qikun Liu
Siyu Liu
Xiner Liu
Yiqing Liu
Xue Lu

May 2020

Xiaofei Luo
Priyanshu Madan
Nishi Dhiren Mehta
Yang Meng
Shray Kumar Mishra
Min Seo Mo
Jingxian Na
Nidhi Pramod Paliwal
Yeli Park
Pranay Kantilal Parmar
Sarvani Putta
Xuefeng Qin
Soundarya Ramani
Shubham Rawlani
Anvitha Sharma Rayabhari
Jyotika Roychowdhury
Shamini Hilda Samuvel Mani
Dhruman Jayesh Shah
Jiani Shi
Meghna Rakesh Shrivastava
Smriiti Singhal
Srijith Srinath
Shraddha Srivastava
Yisheng Sun
Sweta Surbhi
Mansi Tripathi
Claire Tsao
Gnan Tugu Yagama Reddy
Han Wang
Ke-Rou Wang
Saxue Wang
Xiaoxin Wang
Yiwen Wang
Zhe Wang
Simran Sanjiv Wig
Jeffrey Wu
Yang Wu
Zhenglin Wu
Yilin Xia
Cong Xiang
Qiyuan Xiao
Yao Xiao
Fenyi Ye
Shijia Zhang
Yixin Zhang
Bo Zhao
Junyi Zheng
Yuzhang Zhu



4 MASTER OF SCIENCE (M.S.) IN LIBRARY AND INFORMATION SCIENCE 4

August 2019

Michael Raymond Azzarello
Katherine Ingrid Bence
Andrea Betenia
Seanine Lee Brady
Christina Denise Bush
Heather Mary Campbell
Raegan L. Carter
Ian David Chapman
Ben Boss Chiewphasa
Andrew McCamman Cook
Samantha Lynne Covis
Tina A. Cowsert
Sara Elizabeth DeGraff
Benjamin Charles Eggler
Brent Andrew Ferrantelli
Megan Nicole Freeman
Victoria Gomez
Nell Chapin Gram
Samantha Leigh Hagar

Neal Patrick Ables
Arianna C. Adkins
Ashley Marie Ajayi
Aicha Azzaoui
Salim M. Belahi
Tiffany Breyne
Jack B. Brighton
Jessica Margaret Brown
Shannon Lynette Buchanan
Julie Michele Calcagno
Taylor Lynne Carlton
Daisy Castillo
Dale June Correa
Devon Rose Davidoski
Lizette De La Mora
Siobhan Caitrin Egan
Amanda Kay Endicott
Sara Marie Finnigan
Michelle C. Frigo
Jeremy T. Goossens
Jenna Greiner
Erica Nicole Halpern
Kate Elizabeth Hartman

December 2019

Monica Katie Tucker Hoh

Michele Nicole Hunt

Eric William Ian Johnson

Bradley Edmund Kane

Erin Paulina Hart
Mark Smylie Hart
Catrina Leann Klassen
Warren Jay Lambert
Kristin N. Lansdown
Niki Terese Marabotti
Alastair D. McPherson
Allie Taylor Mendelson
John Morgan
Cesar Ortega
Dee Anna Phares
Joanna Catherine Pike
Meg Ruddy
Sarah Justine Schoon
Anna Grau Schmidt
Kaiya Marie Schroeder
Katy Joyce Stein
Molly Lennon Stevenson
Sherry Williams

Elle Kim
Sarah Marie Kimes
John Matthew Leeker
Natalie R. Leoni
Jiaoyuan Li
Aaren Deon Lindberg
Ashley Nicole Long
Olga Makarova
Michael Carl Massaro
Matthew Richard Mayton
Savannah McClellan
Justin D. Miller
Monica Lynn Otoide
Whitney Parrillo
Amelia Ryerson Ranney
Katie D. Ratliff
Kaitlyn M. Reed
Margaret J. Robbins
Gavin Scott Robinson
Sophie Hazel Rodgers
Jackie Anne Rubashkin
Joni Elizabeth Scofield
Kayla Sheffey
Grace Marie Neeley Simons
Lindsey Nicole Spears
Kortni Paige Springer
Rebecca Dale Strang



December 2019 continued

Kevin Arnold Strickland
Christinna Young Gene Swearingen
Cindy Tian
Tara Loren Trentalange
Anne Elizabeth Wallace
Amanda Joan Weber

Amelia Marguerite Adams
Kevin A. Adams
Elora Alexandra Agsten
Taylor Renee Anderson
Kaye Walker Asplund
Angela Thullen Baker
Riana Claire Beachy-Hasenick
Xena Becker
Sara Johnson Bennett
Emily Adele Benton
Kelly Ann Birky
Mia Ana Blixt-Shehan
Joann Bosas
Jordan Mackenzie Bravo
Reilly Jean Brower
Lauren Ashley Camarillo
Anna Catherine Campbell
Corey David Campbell
Anne Carney
Katherine Ann Chabla
Kristyn Judith Colon
Marilyn Grace Creswell
Mandee Read Crow
Michael Robert Cummings
Gillian Rachel Dubin
Catherine Moon Dudley
Kaylen Dwyer
Kelly Rose Ferreira
Yvonne Rose Freebourn
Rosemary Catherine Froeliger
Linden Daniel Galloway
Jena L. Garber
John Dunbar Gargiulo
Catherine Elizabeth Garner
Dykee Gorrell
Rebecca N. Graham
Cordelia Lee Grob
Joshua Miriam Hackel
Kati Haskins
Corinne Marie Henderson
Taylor Fisk Henning
Bryan Tyson Hinds
Nina Elizabeth Hopkins

May 2020

Benjamin Peter Weller
Joshua Stuart Wickert
Adam Widera
Janelle Williams
Erin Wittry
Nicholas Martin Wolf

A. Gail Hoppenworth
Victoria Regina Horberg-Olson
Hanan Hazem Jaber
Thom Matthew Jencks
Luesoni Denetta Johnson
Erika Lynn Johnsrud
Jenna Ashley Jordan
Erin Elizabeth Kane
Tiffany Nicole Kane
Hila Nicole Kelly
Greg Scott Kessler
Allison E. Kilberg
Naomi Rebekah Kufel
Ellen Mary Lechman
Emilye Lewin
Diana Liao
Jessica Licklider
Victoria Scarlett Lieggi
Eileen M. Lopez
Michelle Luna
Becca Taylor Maree
Madison Martin
Holly Christine Mathews
Gabrielle Mays
Adam Michael McConville
Cynthia Medrano Torres
Claire Elizabeth Michaels
Nicole Miller
Pam Marie Nila
Anastasiya Olkanetskaya
Megan Nicole Pearson
Katie Nicole Pham
Dennis W. Piehl
Annabel Lauren Pinkney
Naijun Qu
GraceAnne Elizabeth Roach
Jayde A. Rose
Megan Sanks
Fernanda Mendes Schaefer
Mariah Mendes Schaefer
Gloria De La Garza Shaw
Kelsey Lucinda Shaw
Morgan Kathryn Sherlock



May 2020 continued

Yohta Shimizu
Claressa Renee Slaughter
Courtney Amber Smith
Taylor Skelton Smith
Angela Maeve Solis
Amy Elizabeth Spitz
Zoe Michelle Stein
Helena Sumbulla
Michael David Tahmasian
Patty Templeton
Joe Rocco Tucci
Betsy Ellen Tucker

Taylor Rene Vazquez
Kaycie Lee Voight
Ryan Wang
Claire Elizabeth Weibel
John Thomas Westerman
Robyn Whitlock
Sara Huber Williams
Christine Rose Willson
J. Winkelmann
Jasmine Mingjieh Wong
Sarah Joan Zagotta
Valerie Faye Zulevic

Kiri Allegra Tussing-Palm

& STUDENT AWARD WINNERS ¢

Award descriptions can be found here: https://ischool.illinois.edu/news-events/awards/student-awards

& BRYCE ALLEN AWARD FOR REFERENCE SERVICES - GRACEANNE ROACH

GraceAnne Roach exemplifies the spirit of Bryce Allen through her passion and facility for helping our
patrons with their reference and information needs and her mentorship of her graduate assistant colleagues at the
desk and in instruction. She possesses a remarkable ability to relate to patrons—whether that person was an
undergraduate or an emerita/us professor—and establish a relationship with them. They respond to her warm,
calm, and empathetic demeanor and she is able to guide even the most stressed or irascible patron through the
process of solving their information need. All of her interactions at the desk are infused with instruction and
information literacy, and her explanations are consistently thorough and clear. Additionally, she has exhibited
true leadership during this current time of crisis, continuing to mentor other GAs through the chat software and
teaching all the Research & Information Services GAs how to work with our classes that they were going to
teach face-to-face and now are online. She developed training materials and worked with them in online
meetings in order to ensure that our patrons are still getting a high level of service and support.

& BERNER-NASH MEMORIAL AWARD — GARRICK SHERMAN

Garrick Sherman’s thesis is titled “Document expansion and language model re-estimation for information
retrieval”. As Garrick explains in this work, document expansion is the process of augmenting the text of a
document with text drawn from one or more other documents. This thesis proposes a consistent language
modeling approach to document expansion of full length documents. It also explores the use of one or more
external document collections as sources of data during the expansion process. The proposed methods prove
successful in improving retrieval effectiveness over baselines.

This research makes several concrete contributions, both theoretical and practical, to the field of information
retrieval: First, it contributes a novel language modeling-based document expansion retrieval model that
outperforms baselines with statistical significance. Second, it contributes a deeper understanding of the
processes induced by document expansion by carefully analyzing the effects of the document expansion model,
particularly with respect to the role of document topicality on language model change. Third, it involved the
production of a new dataset of document topic annotations, published online. Finally, in exploring methods for
optimizing the application of document expansion, this research uncovered fundamental theoretical limitations
of optimizing retrieval models more generally. Overall, this work advances research and potential applications
in the field of information retrieval.


https://ischool.illinois.edu/news-events/awards/student-awards
https://ischool.illinois.edu/news-events/awards/student-awards

& ANNE M. BOYD AWARD / BETA PHI MU — BEN CHIEWPHASA

Ben Chiewphasa is awarded the Anne M. Boyd/Beta Phi Mu Award in recognition of his commitment to
developing as a professional, ability to relate to other people, and leadership qualities. He has shown exceptional
academic performance in classes ranging from Foundations of Data Curation to Instructional Strategies and
Techniques for Information Professionals. Ben was selected as an ARL Diversity Scholar and received the 2019
W. David Rozkuszka Scholarship from the Government Documents Round Table (GODORT) of the American
Library Association. He is currently a Government Information Librarian, Assistant Professor at the University
of Montana, a public research institution. As part of the Federal Depository Library Program, he functions as the
Regional Depository Coordinator for the state of Montana. His professional and research interests include data
information literacy, research data support services in social sciences librarianship, community engagement
efforts in academic libraries, and the dissemination of government information.

& EDITH HARRIS CAMP AWARD — HILA KELLY

Hila Kelly is an exemplary student, engaged conversationalist and critical thinker. She has a focused, caring
spirit that brings out the best in her contemporaries in and out of the classroom. She explored every corner of
each new idea within the exhibition design and installation course and created conversations around the
unknowns. She listens to and challenges her classmates with a patient, curious and appreciative demeanor. Her
focus on making museum exhibits more accessible and open to all added to existing strategies to how we
perceive a functional exhibition space.

Hila is currently working as an archivist at the Biodiversity Heritage Library on campus and exemplifies
what the Edith Harris Camp Award is about. She takes an active role in supporting and educating others with an
intellect, honesty and compassion for the literary and artistic communities she engages.

& JANE B. AND ROBERT B. DOWNS PROFESSIONAL PROMISE AWARD — LAUREN CAMARILLO

Lauren has emerged as a thoughtful spokesperson for a new conception of literacy that is enriched by an
attentiveness to the concerns of community members who have been traditionally underserved, including those
with undocumented immigration status. She is developing important insights as to how librarianship might be
reconfigured to serve a changing and global society. In recognition of her potential, Lauren was named
Kaleidoscope Diversity Scholar by the Association of Research Libraries and Spectrum Scholar by the
American Library Association. Lauren’s serious and committed engagement with questions of literacy,
librarianship, power, and social inequities suggests a very promising future for her and the profession.

& ENTREPRENEURIAL PROMISE AWARD — KATI HASKINS

During her time at UIUC’s iSchool, Kati Haskins held the position of graduate assistant at the Illinois Fire
Service Institute (IFSI) Library, a UIUC special library serving first responders, where she worked in reference,
patron education, acquisitions, and current awareness services. She also worked under the supervision of
Jennifer Teper to hire, train, and supervise a team of six student workers to process and rehouse the Woodward
advertising collection, the largest advertising collection in the country. During the Fall 2018 semester, Kati
enjoyed a mentorship with Leora Siegel, Senior Director of the Lenhardt Library at the Chicago Botanic Garden,
where she increased her knowledge of special libraries, museum libraries, and special collections.

While at the IFSI Library, Kati created a Women in the Fire Service LibGuide and continued to update it as
new resources became available. She co-curated (July-August, 2019) a photography exhibit, /llinois’s Fallen
Firefighters: Past and Present, at the UIUC Main Library using photographs from the IFSI Library’s photo
archives. During the 2018-2019 school year, she completed several bookbinding projects, including artist book
forms and sewn case bindings in her class on conservation and preservation for special collections. One of her
creations was exhibited at the IFSI Library reference desk, where it received much positive attention from
patrons and IFSI staff. During the COVID-19 pandemic, Kati has served the IFSI Library and its patrons
remotely, supervising iSchool graduate hourly students and co-creating an information literacy LibGuide and
poster, both related to IFSI’s unique collections.

Before coming to UIUC, Kati worked in the rare book trade as a bookseller and as a cataloger at an auction
house where she was responsible for writing catalog descriptions for rare books, ephemera, artwork, and other
materials. Post-graduation, Kati envisions herself working in special collections or a fine arts library, or bringing
her librarian expertise to some form of entrepreneurship.


http://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/
http://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/

& FACULTY SPECIAL AWARD OF MERIT — FERNANDA SCHAEFER

Fernanda Schaefer came to the iSchool with a degree in advertising and a drive to work in the media and
entertainment industry. Her class participation and commitment to the culture of intellectual inquisitiveness,
quality of service, and an unalterable dedication to verification of the authority of information sources
demonstrates the positive characteristics desired in the information professions, especially in the profession of
librarianship. Fernanda created her own path to becoming a metadata specialist by getting hands-on experience
in three very different positions: applying film and television metadata in an archives environment at the
Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences, digital object metadata in a library environment for Illinois’
IDEALS repository, and music metadata in a corporate environment at Polyvinyl Records. Fernanda jumped in
to technical aspects of the field - from her first-semester project on machine learning to metadata to using Bash
scripts and SQL statements to update music metadata. The faculty of the iSchool at Illinois recognizes Fernanda
with a 2020 Faculty Special Award of Merit.

& FACULTY SPECIAL AWARD OF MERIT — MORGAN SHERLOCK

Throughout her time with the school, Morgan Sherlock contributed to its culture and community with
passion, engagement, and enthusiasm, qualities that led to a professional position long before graduation. She is
inquisitive and curious, always seeking to know more and to understand how libraries can best serve their
communities, whether pre-teens or college faculty. As one of her faculty describes her “wonderful community-
led library focus. She finds outreach not as the end-goal, but as a starting point and potential tool helping
identify the boundaries and barriers to public library entry for those left behind. She is determined to build
stronger partnerships through engagement in, with, and for community, thereby building a stronger library to
serving the many intersecting communities within their sphere.” Whether making recommendations for how
libraries might support refugee populations or writing job descriptions of community engagement librarians (at
an imagined Seussville Public Library!) she is always intellectually engaged, asking great questions, probing
possibilities, and always asking if there is a way to improve. In fact, in her imagined job description she asked
for candidates who are “passionate about engaging information seekers from all backgrounds.” She would be
that candidate herself.

¢ HERBERT GOLDHOR AWARD FOR PUBLIC LIBRARIANSHIP — WHITNEY PARRILLO

Whitney Parrillo came to the iSchool with several years of experience in public libraries in Illinois (Astoria,
Silvis) and she is currently director of Hutchinson Memorial Library in Randolph, Wisconsin. Her interests
include library administration and youth services and she has experience with library programming, grant
writing, and budgeting. Through courses such as Administration and Management of Libraries and Information
Centers, Literature and Resources for Young Adults, and Adult Popular Literature, she enhanced her abilities to
serve her community as a public library director. As noted by Maria Bonn, Whitney’s contributions to the
required course on Libraries, Information and Society “were stellar and always informed by her thoughtful
approach to her experience as a public librarian.” Whitney Parrillo clearly fulfills the expectations of the Herbert
Goldhor Award for Public Librarianship with her demonstrated interest and excellence in public librarianship.

¢ PEGGY HARRIS AWARD — TAYLOR ANDERSON

Taylor Anderson, in her capacity as the Graduate Student Hourly Worker for the IMLS Laura Bush
21 Century Grant project, CARLI Counts, exemplifies the qualities of the Peggy Harris Award. CARLI Counts
is a team-based continuing education immersion program that features teams of Illinois academic librarians who
come together in person twice to learn assessment skills for the purposes of advocacy and service development.
Approximately 50 CARLI (Consortium of Academic and Research Libraries in Illinois) member library staff
from all over the state and from many different library types are involved in each cohort. The program features
outside speakers, webinars, and creating conference posters in addition to individual participants’ projects. In
short, hundreds of details are involved in making the program successful, ranging from reserving hotel rooms to
working with many different campus units to supporting individual participants’ needs.

Taylor was unfailing in her dedication to ensuring that participants had the support and all information that
they needed. She responded to hundreds of emails asking about logistics, timelines, and requests for special
needs. Her care, kindness, good humor, and follow through were genuine and shone through in every interaction
with our members. She routinely volunteered to shuttle people around, stay late, come in early, and help people
get through the project in whatever way she could. Furthermore, she never got impatient or let details slip.
Taylor is a fine example of the kind of student who exemplifies true public service and care for her constituency.



& HEALTH SCIENCES INFORMATION MANAGEMENT AWARD — LUESONI JOHNSON

Luesoni came into the program with a master of arts in biology and secured an assistantship at Grainger
Engineering Library where her background in STEM was immediately put to use. She then leveraged her
science background and experience at Grainger to do a Practicum in the brand new Carle Illinois College of
Medicine in a curriculum mapping project to assist faculty in identifying important resources and collections for
their courses. In addition to this experience she worked as a graduate assistant in the Carle Illinois Virtual
Library and added and identified topics and resources in Medicine, Biomedicine and Health, reorganizing the
LibGuides to improve web accessibility and fixing cataloging issues with the library. Luesoni is curious,
thoughtful, and hardworking and she will be an asset to the field of health sciences librarianship wherever she
ends up.

& KATHRYN LUTHER & WILLIAM T HENDERSON AWARD — MONICA HOH

During her time at the School of Information Sciences, Monica Hoh committed herself to not only achieving
academically but also fostering multiple communities of practices and community spaces. She is the
quintessential community organizer, creating opportunities for people to connect and work together on areas of
mutual interest and commitment. Whether it was helping to lead a formal student organization, working to re-
establish and then fostering solidarity in the iSchool Students of Color, serving as an iSchool Student
Ambassador, organizing the weekly informal crafting and chatting gathering, volunteering with Books to
Prisoners, etc., Monica continuously uses her leadership and librarianship skills to serve and develop her
community.

& KATHRYN LUTHER & WILLIAM T HENDERSON AWARD — JIMI JONES

Jimi Jones has excelled here at the iSchool, as both a MS/LIS student and a doctoral student. He has also
excelled in serving both the nation and the University of Illinois community. While a Master’s student here, he
helped the Main Library develop an audio/visual self-assessment program for the Conservation department. He
also began teaching a class in audio/visual preservation for the iSchool, which he continued to teach for us after
graduating and going to work for the Library of Congress' Packard campus, where he assisted with their
audio/visual conservation program. Since completing his Ph.D., Jimi has accepted a position with the Center for
Innovation in Teaching and Learning here at the University of Illinois, where the campus, and our students, will
continue to benefit from his expertise. As a conservator, an archivist, and an educator, he has devoted himself to
assisting others, and perfectly embodies the Beta Phi Mu motto, Aliis inserviendo consumor.

& INFORMATION SYSTEMS/TECHNOLOGIES AWARD — PRANALI MANE

Pranali Mane is ideal for the Information Systems/Technologies Award based on her project work at the
COUNTRY Financial DigitalLab. Pranali worked as a Data Analyst for the DigitalLab for 3 semesters. During
that time, her skillset gave her the opportunity to work on a variety of projects crossing both data and software
development. One specific project that Pranali led was an RPA BOT Web template. This project increases
business intelligence capabilities, revolving around chat bots that COUNTRY Financial has created. At the click
of one link you have access to all the information on these bots, including but not limited to, metrics of
successful and failed tasks. This has an impact on ROI because you can now very easily and quickly decide to
stop/pause a BOT. This project saves money on licensing and authenticates users on one level instead of
multiple levels. This application should be in production by the end of year!

This is just one example of many projects that Pranali was involved with, others include Cross-Sell
Propensity, New Business Risk using Monte Carlo Simulations, Tableau Dashboard Governance, Predictive
Model Standard Report, and Model Explanation Research. Pranali was an outstanding intern who is very skilled
in understanding the business needs and translating them into valuable deliverables for the organization.

& INFORMATION SYSTEMS/TECHNOLOGIES AWARD — EILEEN LOPEZ

Eileen Lopez has been recommended for the Information Systems/Technologies Award for her outstanding
academic achievement and research engagement in translating the design and research of information
technologies to promote health and well-being through taking research assistantship, practicum and independent
study. Eileen has been working in a multi-institutional project with faculty from the iSchool at University of
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign and University of Illinois at Chicago to develop the digital health solution to
promote physical activities for sedentary older adults in the underserved communities of Chicago suburbs. She
demonstrates her excellent intellectual capacities, communication skills, work ethics, perseverance and passion
in bringing research in information technologies to create positive impact to our society. Her contributions to the
research as well as her enthusiasm in promoting health equity through information systems and technologies



have been highly recognized by all the faculty and colleagues across institutions. Besides research activities,
Eileen has shown her excellent leadership through actively engaging in iSchool activities, such as serving as the
vice president of ASIS&T student chapter and student leadership graduate assistant at iSchool.

¢ ISCHOOL ALUMNI ASSOCIATION STUDENT AWARD — ROSEMARY FROELIGER

While studying for her master’s degree at UIUC’s iSchool, Rosemary Froeliger was a graduate assistant in
reference services at the Illinois Fire Service Institute (IFSI) Library. Throughout her tenure there, she worked
tirelessly to ensure that Illinois firefighters received the information resources they need to serve the public.
Rosemary provided excellent remote services to volunteer firefighters who may never have the opportunity to
visit the IFSI Library as well as in-person service to firefighters attending IFSI classes and hands-on training.
Rosemary also oversaw the library’s budget- and receipt-tracking and reporting, organized travel within the
United States and abroad to conferences for library staff, and worked with vendors to order library and archives
supplies. She trained an iSchool graduate hourly student to assume her responsibilities upon her graduation and
continually updated and improved the Library Student Handbook. Working remotely during the COVID-19
outbreak, Rosemary has monitored the library email and phone, developed the FY2021 budget, created digital
files on working remotely for the Student Handbook, and is co-authoring an information literacy guide on IFSI
Library resources and services, all while sheltering in place in Wisconsin!

Rosemary says she volunteered at her public library for years but became passionate about libraries while
employed as an undergraduate at the circulation desk of UW-Whitewater's Andersen Library. “My passion
evolved from loving books ... to assisting patrons and providing quality information service. My favorite part of
my job ... was seeing someone's look of understanding, appreciation, or excitement after I helped a patron
locate an item, answer a research question, or just simply learn how to format a Word Document. [ was ...
drawn to this field by ... the simple day-to-day moments when I saw the positive influence I had on others as I
connected them to the content they needed. That ... pushed me into entering a Master's in Library and
Information Science. ... I knew I wanted to dedicate my career to helping others and to showing that, not only
are libraries a valuable resource for information, but that anyone, no matter their background or educational
needs, could belong and be welcomed there.”

& FRANCES B. JENKINS AWARD — EMILY BENTON

Emily Benton exhibits great potential as a science librarian. As an undergraduate student, Emily minored in
Plant Science, and throughout her two years in the iSchool program, she has held a Graduate Assistantship at the
Funk ACES Library, which is the life sciences library on campus. As a Graduate Assistant, she has made a
concentrated effort to connect her work to science and science librarianship, including creating science-related
exhibits promoting fungi and insect collections on campus, and highlighting Funk ACES Library science
librarians through a social media campaign in April 2020. During her Assistantship, she requested opportunities
to teach scientific databases and excelled at creating lesson plans for both new and seasoned learners.

Her educational background and work experience give Emily a solid foundation for a career in science
librarianship. Emily also demonstrates her interest in science librarianship in her continued quest to learn more.
She seeks out new tools, databases, and other resources scientists may use, and if she is unfamiliar, she takes it
upon herself to find someone with expertise. Her gregarious personality and the energy she applies to everything
she does are infectious to her colleagues and students alike. Emily’s educational background and Graduate
Assistantship experience, coupled with her passion for the sciences and science librarianship, indicate strong
potential for professional success in science librarianship.

& ALICE LOHRER AWARD FOR LITERATURE AND LIBRARY SERVICES FOR YOUTH — KIRI PALM

I am so pleased to be able to nominate Kiri Palm for the School of Information Science’s Alice Lohrer
Award for Literature and Library Services for Youth. I have gotten to know Kiri through their work at the
iSchool's Help Desk and their spirit of warm helpfulness always reminds me of Professor Christine Jenkins’
reminders to students in youth services to always be "positive problems solvers." Kiri is unfailingly cheerful and
supportive and their work lifts the spirits of our shared community.

The Alice Lohrer Award is given to an iSchool student who shows outstanding promise in the field of
literature and library services for youth. Beyond taking classes and working at the Help Desk and in the
Instructional Technology and Design office, Kiri has been involved in several iSchool organizations, including
the Progressive Librarians Guild student group, serving on the leadership board. They have participated in the
Queer Library Alliance and helped create their zine, "To Be Perfectly Queer." Kiri has also written reviews for
the Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books, a role they have found to be especially fulfilling.

Kiri has participated in the iSchool Storytelling Festival and in the recent Master's Student Showcase,



focusing on children's literature with a presentation entitled "Sparkle Boys and Helpful Rabbits: Genderqueer
Representation in Children's Picture Books". Kiri also maintains an impressive and engaging blog of their work
in order to share their love of the profession.

Dr. Rachel Magee writes that “Kiri has been highly engaged in multiple youth services courses, and their
project on genderqueer representations in youth literature has grown from a class assignment to a larger scale,
long-term passion project. Their engagement, vision, and thoughtfulness for working with youth is impressive.”

I encourage Kiri to stay engaged with the iSchool community as they move out in to the world of public
librarianship focusing on teen and children’s services. Future generations of iSchool students will benefit from
Kiri’s experiences and perspective as they serve their future communities.

& HAZEL C. REDIGER AWARD — ANNABEL PINKNEY

During her time at the iSchool, Annabel has developed an exciting profile that cuts across the book arts,
book conservation, and the study of book history. Her experiences in the lab have enriched classroom
discussions and augmented her academic pursuits in creative ways. Likewise, Annabel applies a sophisticated
understanding of the historical record to her practice of conservation. It is for her keen attention to questions
related to the transmission of knowledge and her enduring commitment to the conservation of library materials
that Annabel Pinkney is recognized with the Hazel C. Rediger Award.

¢ JOSEPH REDIGER LIBRARIAN AS HUMANIST AWARD — KAYLEN DWYER

Kaylen Dwyer is the consummate humanist. She inquires deeply, seeks to understand the human condition
and the multitude of relationships, and wants to better her community and society. She does this all in
appreciation for and with a critical eye to the impact of technology on the humanist enterprise. She brings her
vision to librarianship and is poised to bring new ideas and practices to the field. Kaylen will do this
thoughtfully, reflectively, and with an appreciation for uniquely humanist perspective. She is the modern
humanist.

¢ SOCIAL JUSTICE AWARD — CYNTHIA MEDRANO

Cynthia Medrano, embodies the heart and soul of this award through her dedication and tireless advocacy
for those whose information needs are ignored or simply forgotten. From her first semester at the iSchool,
Cynthia’s goals, to enhance library services for Spanish-speaking and Latinx immigrant communities, have
guided her. From her tireless advocacy as President of the Students of Color Group, to her engagements at the
Multicultural Center in Rantoul, a space that provides childcare for migrant agricultural workers and their
families, the spirit of equity and justice animates her contributions. During her time at the iSchool, she
coordinated STEM workshops at the Rantoul Multicultural Center.

As recipient of the student award for the XXXIII International Librarians’ Colloquium in Guadalajara, she
shared her insights about these efforts. Her generous engagement with members of the iSchool community
extended to the classroom through her thoughtful, patient, and critical insights. Her willingness to share her
perspectives on class topics was often revelatory. She demonstrated both facility with, and a willingness to
explain essential frameworks such as critical imagination, radical empathy, and restorative justice. In this, she
enriched our community by broadening the perspectives and understandings of those around her. Cynthia brings
much-needed hope and light into this world. She is among the vanguard who will help create a more equitable
and just world.

¢ YINGBO ZHOU MEMORIAL AWARD — MINGYAN GONG

Mingyan Gong embodies the Yingbo Zhou Memorial Fund Award based on her drive and excitement to
help others. Mingyan (Coco) always has a smile on her face and has been a breath of fresh air for the DigitalLab
at Country Financial. From the time she was hired here, we were impressed with her positive attitude. Coco is a
software developer intern and while she takes her work very seriously, she also takes the time to encourage
others and has made a positive impact on the DigitalLab. Coco has been instrumental in several corporate
projects from being on a team that re-platformed web services to a new cloud platform — saving the company
thousands of dollars - to being a team leader on redesigning a mobile application, inserting annotated Drone
images directly into COUNTRY systems for use by the Claims department. In addition to the project work,
Coco is a friend to everyone in the DigitalLab. We have a very diverse group of interns, with up to 80% being
international students, and she makes each of them feel at ease by her friendship, drive to do her best, and
genuine concern about other people. You will often see a group of the interns pile into her car for lunch or to go
get ice cream!



¢ ADMINISTRATION AND FACULTY ¢

¢ ADMINISTRATION ¢

Eunice E. Santos, Dean
Linda C. Smith, Interim Executive Associate Dean for Faculty Affairs
Emily Knox, Interim Associate Dean for Academic Affairs
J. Stephen Downie, Associate Dean for Research
Sonya Chambers, Associate Dean for Administration
Meg Edwards, Assistant Dean for Student Affairs
Cynthia Ashwill, Assistant Dean for Communications
Jill Gengler, Director of Alumni Affairs
Moises Orozco Villicana, Director of Enrollment Management

¢ FACULTY ¢

Masooda Bashir Yun Huang Sara Schwebel
Catherine Blake Halil Kilicoglu Yoo-Seong Song
Maria Bonn Lori Kendall Victoria Stodden
Nigel Bosch Emily Knox Carol Tilley
Anita Say Chan Kyungwon Koh Vetle Torvik
Jessie Chin Kathryn La Barre Matthew Turk
Inkyung Choi Bertram Ludéscher Michael Twidale
Sharon Comstock Rachel Magee Ted Underwood
Peter Darch Bonnie Mak Yang Wang
Jana Diesner Jerome McDonough Terry Weech
J. Stephen Downie Kate McDowell John Weible
David Dubin Melissa Ocepek Elizabeth Wickes
Jingrui He Judith Pintar Karen Wickett
Elizabeth Hoiem Allen Renear Kate Williams
David Hopping Jodi Schneider Martin Wolske
¢ EMERITUS FACULTY ¢
Abdul Alkalimat Leigh Estabrook Donald W. Krummel
Alistair Black Caroline Haythornthwaite Carole Palmer
Bertram (Chip) Bruce Elizabeth (Betsy) Hearne Ann (Bishop) Peterson-Kemp

Pauline A. Cochrane
Charles H. Davis
Susan G. Davis

Kathryn Luther Henderson

William T Henderson
Christine Jenkins

W. Boyd Rayward
Daniel Schiller
Linda C. Smith

¢ AFFILIATED FACULTY ¢

Zahra Mohaghegh, NPRE
Bruce Schatz, Medical Information Science
David Sepkoski, History
Neil Smalheiser, UIC
Daniel G. Tracy, University Library
Shaowen Wang, GGIS
John Wilkin, University Library
Abigail Wooldridge, ISE
ChengXiang Zhai, Computer Science

Scott Althaus,

Cline Center for Advanced Social Research
Clara Chu, Mortenson Center
Timothy Cole, University Library
Benjamin Grosser, Art + Design
Lisa Janicke Hinchliffe, University Library
Joseph Brant Houston, College of Media
Karrie Karahalios, Computer Science
Daniel Katz, NCSA



¢ ADJUNCT FACULTY ¢

Summer 2019, Fall 2019, Spring 2020

Barbara Alvarez
Susan Avery
Anne Barnhart
Sara Benson
Sidney Berger
Carisse Berryhill
Rhiannon Bettivia
Robert Bothmann
Rachael Bradley
Paula Carns
Christopher Condill
Anne Craig
Robert DeCandido
Damian Dufty
Mary Edwards
Karen Egan
Quinn Ferris
Jeff Ginger
John Gough
Julia Hart
Paul Healey
Merinda Hensley
Lisa Hinchliffe
Jeanne Holba-Puacz
Andrew Huot
Jacob Jett
Kirstin Johnson
Jimi Jones
Daniel Keding
Ellen Knutson

Karla Lucht
Scott Matheson
Kristin Mattson

Amanda McLellan

Benjamin Mead-Harvey

Judi Moreillon
Jill Naiman
Caroline Nappo
Steven Oberg
Ann Ohms
Kathryn Quealy
Zoe Revell
Heidi Rhea
Adam Rusch
Melissa Salrin
Fred Schlipf
Scott Schwartz
Ruth Shasteen
Elizabeth Shoemaker
Yoo-Seong Song
Jennifer Teper
Mary Towner
Kevin Trainor
Richard Urban
John Vincler
Walter Wilson
Michael Wonderlich
Melissa Wong
Beth Woodard
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