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¢ DEGREE CANDIDATES ¢

This program contains the official degree lists of graduates who earned the Doctor of Philosophy
(Ph.D.) degree in Library and Information Science, the Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) degree in
Information Sciences, the Certificate of Advanced Study (C.A.S.) degree in Library and Information
Science, the Master of Science (M.S.) in Bioinformatics with a concentration in Library and
Information Science, the Master of Science (M.S.) degree in Information Management, the Master of
Science (M.S.) degree in Library and Information Science in December 2020, an unofficial list of
candidates for May 2021 degree conferral also including the Master of Science (M.S.) in Library and
Information Science & Master of Arts (M.A.) in African Studies Joint Degree, the Master of Science
(M.S.) in Library and Information Science & Master of Arts (M.A.) in History Joint Degree, and the
Bachelor of Science (B.S.) in Information Sciences, and a list of degree candidates planning to
graduate in August 2021 who are participating in this cecremony. Due to printing deadlines, names
of some degree recipients may not appear while the names of some degree candidates who have
not completed their degree requirements may be included.

4 DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY (Ph.D.) IN LIBRARY AND INFORMATION SCIENCE 4
DEGREE CANDIDATE ® DISSERTATION TITLE ® CONFERRAL DATE

Beth Strickland Bloch The Values and Ethics of Biomedical Engineering Practices in the Design of Novel
Biotechnologies. December 2020

K.R. Roberto Description Is a Drag (and Vice Versa): Classifying Trans Identities. May 2021

Noah Oluwafemi Samuel Socio-Physical Characteristics Influencing Collaboration Among Startup
Firms in Four Business Incubators. May 2021

DeAnza Williams BlackBoyVYALit: Seeing Black Boys in 21st Century Young Adult Literature. May 2021

4 DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY (Ph.D.) IN INFORMATION SCIENCES ¢

Joo Ho Lee Using Grant Applications to Measure the Evolution of Collaborative and Non-Collaborative
Research. December 2020

Nata Miccael Barbosa Exploring Algorithmic Realism in the Data Economy. May 2021
Yun Hao Towards a Better Understanding of Music Playlist Titles and Descriptions. May 2021

Kinyetta Lashawn Nance African Americans and Mobile Video: Exploring Black Cultural Practice on
Vine. May 2021

Kirstin Clare Phelps Collective Leadership for Community Action: A Case-Based Inquiry into Supporting
Digital Literacy Initiatives. May 2021



€ MASTER OF SCIENCE (M.S.) IN BIOINFORMATICS 4
WITH A CONCENTRATION IN LIBRARY AND INFORMATION SCIENCE

December 2020

Mingyu Chen

May 2021

Ryan Scott Devries

Yuanxi Fu

4 MASTER OF SCIENCE (M.S.) IN INFORMATION MANAGEMENT 4

December 2020

Krusha Surendra Bhatia
Xianzhuo Cao
Mark Cockburn

Sophia Fan
Anish Gupta
Lauren Half

Dipika Sushil Jiandani
Jeet Navin Khetan

Jasmine Kuo
Chenyan Li

Sih-Yi Lin

Shiqi Liu

Xinyu Liu

May 2021

Adarsh Agarwal
Harshit Ashit Bhatia
Pengxin Bian
Bhavya Bonam
Veda Sruthi Bondada
Yasaswi Boyapati
Jeremy Glenn Carnahan
Chien-Ju Chen
Yuan-Ching (Alan) Chen
Haohan Cheng
Karan Chhabra
Yun-Hsuan Chuang

Tiffany Lu
Alka Aditya Mishra
Kunal Shalabh Pachori
Dhwani Ramesh Parekh
Urvashi Rawat
Julaiti Rubingna
Manshi Kiran Shah
Siddharth Kishor Shetty
Anurag Sneh
Xiaohan Wang
Megan Morgan Williams
Zainab Aziz Zaveri
Yuxuan Zhang

Sunanda Dadi
Varad Anil Deshpande
Sanhita Sunil Dhamdhere
Abby Quinn Fogarty
Sneh Biren Gajiwala
Ishita Ghosh
Tanya Gupta

Wei-Yuan Hsu
Yixing Hu
Tzu-Yang Huang
Xinyu Huang
Jia-Yi Jian



Jingcheng Jiang
Rajath John Bosco
Jay Ajaykumar Joshi
Gaganpreet Kaur Baansal
Tafseer Khan
Shivansh Khanna
Deepika Kochhar
Yuttawee Kongtananan
Mengfei Lan
Welisa Georgina Lewis
Hua Li
Zhiyuan Li
Rui Liu
Yiren Liu
Xinyu Lu
Abhinavi Madireddy
Megha Mahesh Manglani
Ketian Mao
Brandon Michael McFadden
Chaitya Sunil Mehta
Ishita Mehta
Jinal Jayesh Mehta
Monil Nitin Mehta
David Julian Mendoza
Deep Jayesh Modi
Sayali Prabhakar Mohite
Garrett Moon
Arnav Ohri
Rahul Rakesh Ohri
Sushmitha Pakanati
Saumya Pallav
Pruthvi Ramendra Patel
Rijuta Vivekanand Patil
Yunzhe Qi
Srishti Rawat
Qihang Ren

May 2021 CONTINUED

Zizhou Sang
Rohit Sanvaliya
Shivani Sawai
Niken Nitin Shah
Shazmeen Jafar Shaikh
Shruti Mahesh Shakhla
Akshat Manish Sharma
Aniruddha Sharma
Chunhao Shen
Akanksha Shetty
Shubhangi Singhal
Vandana Subramanian
Akash Sunil Sukhija
Shraddha S. Sutar
Yilin Tan
Devwrat Ramesh Kumar Tanwar
Jahnvi Thahirani
Trisha Tiwari
Madison Kay Wallace
Chuyi Wang
Oscar S. Wong
Haonan Wu
Vel (Tien-Yun) Wu
Yemin Wu
Wanyue Xiao
Chenming Xu
Hui Xue
Siyu Ye
Xiaohan Yin
Xiaojun You
Jingtao Yu
Junjie Yue
Yueran Zeng
Zhongyuan Zhang
Jiawei Zhao
Yu Zhu

€ MASTER OF SCIENCE (M.S.) IN LIBRARY AND INFORMATION SCIENCE ¢

Nada Rawhi Abdelrahim
Mindy Joanne Albrecht
Emily Patricia Anderson
Kimberly Nicole Anguish
Jody Danielle Apps
Miranda Pistor Axworthy
Ashley Lauren Bachelder

December 2020

Sophia Danielle Beltran
Lena G. Bohman
Courtney Borjas

Laura Syra Brettholle

Mallorie Louise Bromer

Margaret E. Burns
Matthew Edward Byrd



December 2020 CONTINUED

Fernando Carbajal
Dani Carmack
Kellie Marie Clinton
Cherilyn M. Contreras
Margarita Maria Cortes
Cynthia Eller
Morgan Ellison
Samuel Lee Fisher
Hannah Kay Gibbs
Justin Scott Glenn
Jimmy Gonzalez Vicker
Luke Ray Gregerson
Claire Elizabeth Grinstead
Kate Joann Humphreys
Kyle John Jenkins
Jane Carney Kanter
Veronica Laroche
Amelia Marie Licavoli
Jes Erin McCauley
Kathryne Alicia Newton
Hanh Hong Nguyen
Austin Taylor Nord
Sara E. Palomo
Olivia Peterson

Justin Michael Aceves
Brittany Nicole Adams
Emily Gabrielle Williams Adhikari
Kadet Luise Alaks
Melissa Albers
Sydney Elizabeth Anderson
Angela Arroyo
Raoul Vic Basa
Justin Ryan Benton
Michele Ryan Berling
Sarah Catherine Bial
Sarah Christina Blanco
Gabrielle Nicole Borders
Kailey Lynn Bowen
Siyao Cheng
Bran Eveland Cron
Eden Caywood Crothers
Elizabeth Anna Cvitan
Lily Marie Covey Dawson
Miki Lyla-Anne Delafleur
Caroline Emily Delbourgo Patton

May 2021

Bria L. Phillips
Laura Pontillo
Randi Ellen Proescholdt
Savannah Rae Provine
Hilary Jean Reinhart
Monique Elise Rivera
Alysha Elizabeth Rooks
Sam Rosen
Joel Andrew Sawyer
Megan Michelle Sedillo
Rachel Seidner
Nathan Michael Simmons
Terri Leigh Smith
Kat Stapes
Kara Leigh Stark
Brandon Heather Thompson
Dylan Knifechief Tiger
Callan Elyse Van Ingen
Kevin Talmer Whiteneir Jr.
Chris Robert Williams
Grace Margaret Williams
Rayana Windom
Samantha Zimmerman

Jeffrey Thomas Diamond
Matthew Nicholas Digrispino
Charlotte Anne Dorsey
Payton Dowell
Kimberly Allyce Dumas
Rachel Leigh Dunne
Marian Ekweogwu
Stacy Taylor Eyman
Mariel N. Fechik
Ye Feng
David Walter Floyd
Jeanmarie Grace Floyd
David Harry Frankel
Stuart Winter Fraser
Allie Rose Fry
Livia Lee Garza
Ava Isabelle Gillespie
Andrea Ruth Giosta
Tori Kathleen Golden
Madina Grace
Morgan Lee Gray



May 2021 CONTINUED

Rebecca Catherine Greenlee
Thomas Haggstrom
Hayley Anne Hart
Kaitlyn Christine Hartman
Jessie Nicole Hausmann
Tath Haver
Sheena Colleen Hayes
Sarah Allyce Hearn Sayre
Greta (Jie) Heng
Joshua Keith Henry
Eunchae Hong
Trisha Brianne Honkoski
Katherine Elizabeth Howell
Katherine Anne Hunnicutt
Clarissa Marie Ihssen
Muna H. Jaber
Alexis Marie Jakobson
Kaye Jansen
Francisco Dejesus Juarez
Hannah Victoria Kauffmann
Christiana Marie Keinath
Olivia Baye Kiser
Jessie Knoles
Erin Michelle Kummer
Colton Levi Kurtz
Gabrielle Katherine LaBare
Haoyong Lan
Cassidy Raye Lapierre
David Leffler
Xingyu Liu
Kristin Greer Love
Kristy Jean Lueshen
Ashlynn M. Maczko
Jessie Mae Maimone
Claire Marie Markuson
Justin M. Martin
Ruby Lorraine Martinez
Madeleine Claire McQuilling
Grace Emily-Inez Menary-Winefield
Anna Elizabeth Mitchell
Celia Fern Mooradian
Nathan Clarence Moore
Grace E. Moran
Anthony Merco Morgano
Brittany Noel Delaney Morris-Easley
Alice M. Morrow
Kelly Elizabeth Nosari
Olivia Rose Ochoa

Kaileigh Elizabeth Oldham
Shannon Therese O'Rourke Kasali
Derek Harootune Otis
Amelia Owdom
Olivia Marie Palid
McKenna Rae Parish
Mary Kathleen Pedraza
Christina Elizebeth Pellegrino
Laura Catherine Pennacchi
Miranda Christine Phair
Alexis Laura Poland
Katherine Elisabeth Poland
Sophie Ann Popovich
CJ Porter
Maeve Prusnick
Dana Marie Queen
Lauren Noel Quinlan
Sara Loraine Rasmussen
Rachel Mae Ratajski
Lauren Christine Reder
Kevin David Redline
Ryan Andrew Reitmeier
Rhys Renken
Paul Stanley Wolfe Richmond
Hannah Jean Sawyer
Christopher Ryan Sayre
Abigail Jane Sewall
Nicole Victoria Sherman
Laura Laudig Smith
Simone Stone
Autumn Rae Stupca
Erin Arden Sulla
Calla Elizabeth Sundin
Anders Leif Swendsrud
Daniel Robert Taccolini
Taylor Thomas
Alex Towers
Mallory Erin Untch
Nicholas Valent
Maria A. Vargas
Jeanine Marie Vaughn
Manging Wang
Rachel Catherine Ward
Lea M. Weatherall
Izzy Westcott
Elizabeth Allayne Wheeles
Rachel Faith Whitman
Julianna Heather Witt



May 2021 CONTINUED

Hollis Claire Wittman Emily Jane Wros
Nathan Dean Woods Anika Sascha Yetsko
August 2021
Cydni Hinton Siri Nelson
Brenna Levitin Kerstin Wolf
Tola Livesey Allison Wray

Amy Merda

€ MASTER OF SCIENCE (M.S.) IN LIBRARY AND INFORMATION SCIENCE & MASTER OF ARTS (M.A.)
IN AFRICAN STUDIES JOINT DEGREE ¢

May 2021

Nazma M. Ali

€ MASTER OF SCIENCE (M.S.) IN LIBRARY AND INFORMATION SCIENCE & MASTER OF ARTS (M.A.)

IN HISTORY JOINT DEGREE ¢

May 2021

Brynlee Paige Emery
Samantha Ann Merritt
Jerilyn Pia Tinio

4 BACHELOR OF SCIENCE (B.S.) IN INFORMATION SCIENCES ¢

May 2021

Jane Chun
Yifan Hu
Rachel Sojin Kim
Donald Navarro, Il
Carlos Oliva
Bastian Sanchez



¢ AWARD WINNERS ¢

Award descriptions can be found here: https://ischool.illinois.edu/news-events/awards/student-awards

& BRYCE ALLEN AWARD FOR REFERENCE SERVICES - ASHLYNN MACZKO

Ashlynn Maczko embodies the goals of the Bryce Allen Award for Reference Services to honor a student
who demonstrates a strong desire to help patrons. She has demonstrated her commitment to serving
library patrons in the classroom and during her time working in the Communications Library. Dr. Melissa
Ocepek notes that her academic work was always exceptional and demonstrated a strong focus on
considering the whole person in patron interactions. In one course, Ashlynn presented on how libraries can
best serve survivors of domestic abuse, demonstrating a strong and considered passion. Her presentation
was well-research, nuanced, and incredibly thoughtful about not only how to serve this population, but how
to accurately and compassionately discuss domestic abuse. There is little doubt that Ashlynn will go on to
be an excellent librarian and serve her community, patrons, and the field well.

¢ BERNER-NASH MEMORIAL AWARD - NATA BARBOSA

Dr. Nata Barbosa's thesis focuses on designing algorithmic interventions for social good in three distinct
domains of data-driven economy (i.e., crowdsourcing, smart homes, and targeted ads). This thesis
contributes to the interdisciplinary fields of information privacy and fair Al by (1) creating new predictive
models of and user interfaces for algorithmic transparency, (2) having novel empirical findings (e.g., how
people react to algorithmic transparency mechanisms), (3) creating novel tangible artefacts (e.g., a
crowdsourcing framework for reducing sample biases, a functional system for explaining user profiling), and
(4) providing practical insights on how to operationalize the recent theory of algorithmic realism and the
research methodology of technology probes in privacy research. The research reported in this thesis has led
to publications in top-tier venues and a patent application. The crowdsourcing framework has been used by
a major crowdsourcing platform and the user profiling transparency system is being considered by a major
Internet company.

¢ ANNE M. BoyD AWARD / BETA PHI MU - HANH HONG NGUYEN

Hanh Hong Nguyen’s distinction is apparent in her detailed scholarly work, her contributions to the
iSchool, and the unpretentious leadership skill she demonstrated in class.

Her coursework demonstrated an ability to provide detailed, information-rich answers that cut right to
the heart of the prompt without any wasted words. She supported all at the iSchool through her graduate
assistantship at the IT Helpdesk, where she was always quick to respond, explain things fully, and be at-the-
ready at the start of class to check in. Hanh has the qualities of a thoughtful, subtle leader. In breakout
groups, she did not dominate the discussion with her knowledge. Rather, she held back and allowed her
groupmates to work things out. When the group hit upon a concept that they did not grasp, they relied on
Hanh to lead them through it. She explained things deftly and with complete patience.

Hanh is sure to find great success in her future endeavors.

& EDITH HARRIS CAMP AWARD - KRISTY LUESHEN

Kristy Lueshen resonates with both the art and social justice commitment of the Edith Harris Camp
Award. Her deep and nuanced understanding of the relationship between the technological and creative
arts enlightens, intertwining both as a delicate thread. She researches as an artist, and has a deep interest in
visual resources, evidenced by both her projects and courses. One example is a project where she closely
examined how textile and fiber arts have been used historically as a tool of feminist political resistance;
another was taking Visual Resources Curation and Arts Librarianship from the WISE consortium. Kristy’s
keen insights are welcomed—and needed—in the communities that are fortunate to call her colleague.


https://ischool.illinois.edu/news-events/awards/student-awards

¢ JANE B. AND ROBERT B. DOWNS PROFESSIONAL PROMISE AWARD - RANDI PROESCHOLDT

Randi Proescholdt is awarded the Jane B. and Robert B. Downs Award, which goes to the MS/LIS
candidate with the greatest professional promise. Randi came to the iSchool with experience in a natural
history museum, archival processing, libraries, and the National Council for Preservation Education. During
her Master's, she gained professional experience in very competitive roles: she was Metadata Librarian
Intern at Argonne National Laboratory and Library of Congress Junior Fellow in the Digital Content
Management Section. On campus, Randi was selected to participate in a special project supporting the
University Archives and Records and Information Management Services. Working primarily in an
independent setting, Randi quickly gained intellectual control of innumerable sets of administrative records
for the University. At the iSchool the Information Quality Lab was lucky to have Randi as an assistant on
several research projects over the past 18 months. When faced with difficult decisions, Randi has the quiet
confidence to propose a well-thought-out solution that is based on data, not emotion, even if it is not the
most popular approach. She clearly defines problems, thoughtfully analyzes a variety of viewpoints,
provides support for her conclusions, and clearly and professionally explains her suggestions. Naturally soft
spoken, she is nevertheless a persuasive and effective advocate for a controversial resolution. Randi has a
rare combination of strong technical skills, strong writing skills, and clear thinking that will take her far in
whatever she does.

4 ENTREPRENEURIAL PROMISE AWARD - DHWANI PAREKH

Dhwani Parekh is a deserving winner of the Entrepreneurial Promise Award. Dhwani has embraced the
opportunities of the MS in Information Management degree. She has used the classes and extracurricular
opportunities to build on the knowledge and skills she obtained before joining us at the iSchool. She took
Entrepreneurial IT Design in Fall 2020 and was a very active participant, engaging enthusiastically in all in-
class and homework activities. She was a very active participant in discussing the weekly readings,
considering how they related to her previous studies and work experiences, and how they could help us as
individuals and teams in tackling hard real-life problems. She was especially interested in incorporating
design thinking in her work, and how to apply knowledge to real life needs that people have, by designing
and creating software, processes and experiences that will help people achieve their goals. Her project on
designing an app to help people transitioning to a plant-based diet was extremely thoughtful and
innovative, with features helping to address the challenges that people can have with the process. She has
great empathy for people around her, which she can apply to identifying underlying needs that people have,
and from there work towards practical deployable solutions. Dhwani has mastered the art of designing
through talking - sharing interim ideas with people and learning more by how they react and comment in
order to improve these ideas. She is an excellent and enthusiastic creative problem-solver, not afraid to take
intellectual risks with her ideas. Dhwani can share her enthusiasm for ideas in an engaging way, which is
such an important part of the entrepreneurial skill of enabling good new things to come into being.

& FACULTY SPECIAL AWARD OF MERIT - VEL (TIEN-YUN) Wu

Vel (Tien-Yun) Wu exemplifies many of the ideals our MS/IM program seeks and aims to cultivate. He
came to us from Taiwan with an Economics degree, a year of study in London, and 2 years professional work
in software development.

In many courses, Vel was consistently in the top tier of students, working beyond requirements, always
being highly engaged in class, and thinking deeply and creatively. His strengths include questioning
commonly held beliefs and being willing to raise the occasional challenge to instructors too. Yet heis also
respectful, modest, and aware of areas he needs to develop. He collaborated well with and befriended
students from many nationalities and ethnic groups.

In Information Modeling class, Vel's explanation of what led him here included, "Several disciplines were
considered when choosing a master's degree to apply for: Business degrees offer opportunities to make
connections but generally lack quantitative practices and tools to create new knowledge; Computer Science
degrees are regarded as extremely competitive but do not sufficiently address the social injustices that
plague our post-capitalist world -- many of these are results of false information produced by malevolent



groups in power and fed to the unaware. It is my belief that we stand a chance to confront and ultimately
end such injustices by fighting said false information using scientific methods that generate truthful results
understandable for the general public.”

4 HERBERT GOLDHOR AWARD FOR PUBLIC LIBRARIANSHIP - EDDIE KRISTAN

Eddie Kristan is exceptionally committed to serving his community through public librarianship. Eddie
progressed from his early years seeking refuge and educating himself at his local public library to
supervising security at that same library. Because of his work there, he was named a Library Journal Mover
and Shaker even before completing his MS LIS. The notice of his award calls out how he makes the library “a
safe place for the staff and roughly 1,800 patrons who seek its services every day, without losing sight of its
value as a ‘community center for any and all information needs.”” The same spirit of empathy and service
was a feature of his time in the classroom. He is now a reference librarian at that public library, where he has
supported his community, with good humor and compassion, throughout this difficult pandemic year. All
his work and his upbeat spirit clearly demonstrate his passion and talent for public librarianship.

& PEGGY HARRIS AWARD - EMILY WROS

Emily Wros, the Graduate Assistant for the Consortium of Academic and Research Libraries in Illinois
(CARLI), is the recipient of the Peggy Harris Award, an award given to the individual who most exemplifies
the spirit of volunteerism, and a concern for others and for the welfare of the School.

In June 2020, CARLI undertook a library services platform migration from Ex Libris' Voyager to
Alma/Primo VE for 89 member libraries. These member libraries include the three University of Illinois
libraries (Chicago, Springfield, and Urbana-Champaign), and other libraries around the state, some with only
two or three staff members total to support this giant leap. CARLI was the administrator and coordinator for
this effort among this diverse member group. This massive feat, accomplished on time and on budget, was
successfully carried out because of a team that included Emily. The project was intensely pressure-filled,
including hard deadlines and synchronization of member activities, and accomplished during a pandemic!

Her care, devotion, and attention to member needs during the migration was exemplary. Members
commented that during this time of intense stress, Emily—who was herself brand new—ensured that their
questions were answered carefully and with kindness, important qualities when everyone feels unsure and
is learning new skills. Thousands of mission-critical details are involved in making a transition such as this
successful; Emily joined the CARLI staff at the beginning of the migration and jumped in with both feet,
working alongside long-term staff to accomplish all necessary tasks. Emily was always willing to do what
was asked with the utmost care and attention to member needs. She volunteered to take on critical jobs
that were lengthy and repetitive. More than anything, however, she was unfailingly patient, helpful, and was
always able to "put herself in our members' shoes," understanding innately that learning new skills in a
pressure-filled environment can be extremely difficult for people who have known a system so well for so
long. Emily is an outstanding example of the qualities of this award; she is a student who exemplifies true
public service and a deep, empathetic care for her constituency.

& HEALTH SCIENCES INFORMATION MANAGEMENT AWARD - CAROLINE DELBOURGO PATTON

Caroline Delbourgo Patton is awarded the Health Sciences Information Management Award. She came
to the iSchool with deep experience: twelve years doing research and project management in the health
sciences, including conducting systematic reviews and working with physicians as part of guideline
development. As part of that work, she authored 8 publications and is acknowledged for literature support
in another 10. Her clear mission to impact health librarianship is evident throughout her exemplary
coursework. Forinstance, in Information Organization and Access, she wrote about how open access
publication might have little impact or worsen the limited access to medical journals in low-income
countries and focused her final project on instruction techniques or approaches for teaching fully practicing
physicians to conduct literature reviews. Similarly, in Data Governance, she went above and beyond
expectations for coursework in her consideration of practical application of governance theory and GDPR
compliance in her case study of the EU’s OpenAIRE research repository for COVID data. She will pursue a
medical library career and has already built a professional network in the NYC metro area. She brings a



precision and care to her work that will serve her well in future positions.

& KATHRYN LUTHER & WILLIAM T HENDERSON AWARD - PAUL RICHMOND

Since coming to the iSchool, Paul Richmond has been an exemplar of doing professional practices
consumed within service of others. He has taken on a number of graduate student roles across campus,
including as collection management services hourly within the University’s Dittenberger-Vahlen collection,
an iSchool help desk and instructional technology and design assistant, and as a University library
practicum student doing international comics collection development. At the same time, he has sought local
community service opportunities, including as a computer volunteer at the Champaign Public Library.
Beyond this, he is someone with whom meaningful service also regularly happens informally within
individual and small group conversations, whether on-campus or online. Embedded within Paul’s ethos is a
keen sensitivity to the social and community needs specific to the given moment and context. Central to this
is a critical theory lens and an acute awareness of the essential need for ongoing critical self-reflection,
through which he works to maintain a high standard of service to every person within the diverse
communities in which he engages.

4 INFORMATION SYSTEMS/TECHNOLOGIES AWARD — NATA BARBOSA

Dr. Nata Barbosa started out his journey with information technology as a software developer in Brazil.
In his research, he combines his curiosity, creativity, user research and system skills to build novel
information technologies for social good. He has created accessible technologies for people with disabilities
in protecting their privacy and security as well as tools to help ordinary citizens understand how their online
and even offline activities can be tracked to generate user profiles and targeted ads. His work has resulted in
publications at top-tier venues and a US patent. He has also won a student research award at the
International ACM SIGACCESS Conference on Computers and Accessibility (ASSETS) as well as was named a
finalist for a Facebook Fellowship in the area of privacy. He is currently a full-time researcher in the
Facebook privacy group.

4 INFORMATION SYSTEMS/TECHNOLOGIES AWARD - TANYA GUPTA

Tanya Gupta was nominated for the Information Systems/Technologies Award based on her project
work at the COUNTRY Financial DigitaLab (an innovation lab located at the University of Illinois Research
Park). Tanya has worked as a Data Scientist for the DigitaLab for 3 semesters. During that time, her skillset
provided her the opportunity to work on a variety of projects crossing both data science and software
development. One specific project that Tanya led was a Wiki to GitLab project. Tanya led a team of data
scientists, software developers, and Ul/UX designers to design a standardized template that can be applied
to move IT software application documentation from outdated servers to GitLab. This project enables the
organization to accelerate decommissioning of old and unsupported servers and creates a modernized and
consistent documentation platform. Part of this project required the teams to learn GitLab’s markdown
language. This template is currently being used to transfer documentation. This is just one example of many
projects that Tanya has been involved with; others include CISO Dashboard, Building Age Verification Model,
Microsoft Azure Cloud POCs, Analysis of Voice of Customer Data, and working with NLP. Tanya is an excellent
intern who is very skilled in understanding the business needs and translating them into valuable
deliverables for the organization. She is very deserving of this award.

¢ ISCHOOL ALUMNI ASSOCIATION STUDENT AWARD — JEANINE VAUGHN

Jeanine Vaughn’s infectious leadership, commitment to social justice services, and fearless creativity
mark her as a remarkable public library voice. Jeanine is a catalyzing force for storytelling in its many forms,
spearheading the launch of a new student organization dedicated to carrying on the iSchool telling
tradition. She is an advocate--as both student and alumnus--of the iSchool being a sustained
"transformative space for telling stories", mirroring her public library work where she designs experiences
such as trauma-informed storying and writing programs. She is both spark and flame, igniting the "public
library spirit" in her communities of practice.



& FRANCES B. JENKINS AWARD - CLARISSA IHSSEN

Clarissa Ihssen has excellent potential to thrive as a science librarian. As an undergraduate student,
Clarissa received her Bachelor’s in Natural Resources and Environmental Science and has a Certificate in
Environmental Writing from her English minor. During her two years in the ISchool program she held a
Graduate Assistantship at the Funk Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences (ACES) Library, the
Life Sciences Hub library representing the biological sciences, agricultural sciences, state scientific surveys,
landscape architecture and urban and regional planning. In addition to providing excellent reference
services to students and faculty across a wide range of disciplines, she sought experience in instruction:
teaching multiple sessions on using scientific databases. Clarissa is also an innovator and was responsible
for developing and delivering Funk Library’s first online programming. She piloted a virtual study space via
Zoom during the Spring 2020 finals week. She also took the initiative to create her own instruction series
tailored to supporting students during the pandemic: “Student-ing Remotely.” These sessions covered time
management, navigating the library remotely, and stress management (in collaboration with the Counseling
Center).

Clarissa has a passion for outreach and engagement, and she was able to hone these skills as Exhibit
Coordinator and Outreach and Engagement Coordinator this past year. Clarissa was also instrumental in
adding back issues and metadata for the Illinois Natural History Survey Bulletin to the Illinois Open
Publishing Network online platform and contributed a biographical sketch of an early employee of the
Illinois State Water Survey to their blog. As Lead Graduate Assistant in our unit, Clarissa faced the
considerable challenge of orienting and mentoring the remaining assistants in our unit while working
remotely. Her help was critical to ensuring a smooth start to a very uncertain beginning to the fall 2020
semester. As a mentor, she has shone as an excellent example of the professionalism expected in academic
library settings. In the future, Clarissa will be able to blend her leadership experience with her outreach
expertise to engage students in the sciences wherever she continues her career.

& ALICE LOHRER AWARD FOR LITERATURE AND LIBRARY SERVICES FOR YOUTH — ANNA ELIZABETH MITCHELL

Anna Elizabeth Mitchell is a powerhouse. Her focus on youth services, community, and social justice are
unparalleled, as is her passion for working with young people and understanding their needs. During this
unusual year, she has consistently uplifted those around her. As Dr. Ocepek noted: “I find her comments in
classincredibly helpful to round out class discussions and her emphasis on trauma informed care has been a
real benefit to me and her classmates.” In her work for Dr. McDowell, she has been that rare RA who could
competently draft sections of a grant narrative and need little editing to move her work to the final version.
She is passionate and extremely capable, and we are lucky to have her in the LIS world.

4 HAZEL C. REDIGER AWARD - JESSIE MAE MAIMONE

The Hazel C. Rediger award is presented to a student who demonstrates intellectual curiosity, and Jessie
Mae Maimone has shown that throughout her time in the iSchool. Dr. Melissa Ocepek has shared that no
student has brought a more thoughtful and critical perspective to her courses than Jessie. While
maintaining a strong focus on her goals in youth services, Jessie has questioned the key elements of
librarianship and library and information science education. According to Dr. Ocepek, no student has ever
challenged her more to consider the content of her courses, leading to a better classroom experience for all
of her students. Jessie is going to continue bringing her critical perspective to youth services librarianship by
working to address the associations between public libraries and minoritized youth.

& JOSEPH REDIGER LIBRARIAN AS HUMANIST AWARD - JERILYN TINIO

Jerilyn Tinio exemplifies the best characteristics of the scholar-librarian in the classical humanistic
tradition. As a graduating student of the joint MSLIS/MA program with History, Jerilyn has brought her deep
engagement with sources in medieval and early modern natural philosophy and medicine to bear on her
academic pursuits as well as her practice of librarianship. She has been able to draw upon her prior training
in philosophy (PhD, Ohio State) to engage with the theories and practices of information in all its material
forms. For example, Jerilyn’s study of two posthumous editions of Rene Descartes’ L’homme (or De homine)



is an innovative examination of styles of visual rhetoric in contrasting depictions of human anatomy. She
has also deployed her combination of book history, history of science, and art history in her assessment of
digitized historical sources, including a 15"-century illuminated Bohemian copy of the William of Conches’
scientific text Dragmaticon philosophiae and the famous 16"-century anatomical study by Andreas Vesalius,
with its detailed descriptions and over 200 images of the human body. Outside the classroom, Jerilyn has
put her humanistic training into practice at the Newberry Library in Chicago as well as the History,
Philosophy, and Newspaper Library at the University of Illinois, where she provided important context for
the digital release of historical newspapers published in Illinois by African American and immigrant
communities.

Named to the cohort of Kaleidoscope Program Diversity Scholars by the Association of Research Libraries
in 2020, Jerilyn has already been recognized by the profession for her potential. Jerilyn’s humanistic
sensibilities allow her to serve multiple disciplinary audiences; facilitate conversations across the arts and
sciences; and offer novel ways of thinking about information, its technologies, and its consequences. Her
training in the liberal arts will serve her exceptionally well in what promises to be a stellar career.

4 SELMA K. RICHARDSON AWARD - MARIEL FECHIK

Mariel Fechik consistently demonstrates a high level of thoughtfulness, creativity, and passion for youth
literature and services. She enthusiastically engages in topics both theoretical and practical, and her
contributions to class discussion are always reflective and articulate. Her passion for youth literature is clear
and she effortlessly balances the abilities to look at books with a critical eye for quality and to assess how
the books would work in a library setting. Mariel willingly shares her experiences as a Teen Services advisor
with others and listens to her classmates' experiences as well, bringing a sense of professionalism and
openness to class. The iSchool has been lucky to have her and the library field itself is lucky to have such an
intelligent and passionate advocate for youth literature and library services.

4 SOCIAL JUSTICE AWARD - SOPHIE POPOVICH

Sophie Popovich has been steadfast in her commitment to ensuring that library services and resources
are equitably provided to all. In course discussions and assignments, Sophie gave regular voice to the need
for library workers to think about how their practices may have differential impacts on individuals and
groups due to inequitable practices, exclusion, and the like. In one course project, as an example, she took
on the challenging task of designing an approach to assessing a public library's assistance servicesin a
computer lab, inquiring into concerns related to discrimination and systemic bias while grappling with how
to engage staff in a way that would be productive in light of likely defensiveness. Sophie is not deterred by
the complexities of this work but rather embraces the challenges because of its importance.

4 SOCIAL JUSTICE AWARD - DANI CARMACK

Dani Carmack’s commitment to social justice was apparent in both her coursework and classroom
engagement. She developed a special interest in open educational resources and how libraries can support
the development and use of those resources, leading to a more affordable education, especially for non-
traditional and low-income students. Dr. Melissa Ocepek shares that Dani’s thoughtful focus on social justice
was demonstrated throughout her time in the iSchool. Dani’s coursework exemplified someone interested
in serving community members and working to make the library more accessible and useful to the diverse
and varied lives in her community.

¢ YINGBO ZHOU MEMORIAL FUND AWARD - MINGYU CHEN

The Yingbo Zhou Memorial Fund Award is presented to a Chinese student who demonstrates excellence
and high standards in his or her work, has a passion for life, inspires others, and makes a long-lasting,
positive impact on the iSchool-Chinese LIS community. Mingyu Chen came to the iSchool with a strong
background in biotechnology and a dual Bachelor’s degree in China and Colorado. He used the MSin
bioinformatics program to strengthen his data analytics skills, such as visualizing the results of chemical
entity detection tools and integrating text mining output into an open source annotation platform for the
[llinois’ Cline Center for Advanced Social Research. In his current position at the VetMed lab, he is leveraging



PCR analyses to get fast saliva testing results which has an important impact on the iSchool and the rest of
campus. His consistent high standards make him well positioned to achieve his goal of becoming a data/IT
engineer at a biotechnology company or pharmaceutical company and worthy of the Yingbo Zhou Memorial
Fund Award.

¢ YINGBO ZHOU MEMORIAL FUND AWARD - HAOYONG LAN

Haoyong Lan embodies the spirit of the Yingbo Zhou Memorial Fund Award through his inspiration and
dedication to helping people in need. Haoyong is a graduate assistant at the Grainger Engineering Library,
where he collaborates with a team of librarians to provide reference service and research assistance to
students, faculty, and staff. Haoyong enjoys helping people find the desired information. Haoyong is always
passionate about his work and eager to get the job done well. While working as a website and database
developer at the Illinois Fire Service Institute (IFSI) library, Haoyong built the searchable IFSI International
Programs Databases to promote the Chinese Librarians Scholarly Exchange Program (CLSEP) and other
international programs.

& OUTSTANDING UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT AWARD - BASTIAN SANCHEZ

Bastian Sanchez first started taking Information Sciences classes as an undergraduate majoring in
Technical Systems Management. While at the University, he has taken on a variety of Information
Technology and desktop support positions, including as an ATLAS SOS Student Desktop Support member
and as an IT Infrastructure Support Associate. Through his academic work within iSchool courses and his
budding IT professional practices on campus, he discovered his ideal degree fit with the formal launch of the
Information Sciences undergraduate major. Bastian brings to each design and support team a highly
collaborative nature and deep interest in Information Sciences frameworks, methods, and practices that
facilitate service of others in ways that advance the data-information-knowledge-power cycle for all, and
especially those on the margins. He now is bringing this to the next level as a systems support engineer for
Legwork, a software development company, while completing his degree coursework deepening his critical
theory lens through professional readings, rich conversations with undergraduate and graduate peers, and
contributions of his field work insights to the information sciences discussion.



¢ ADMINISTRATION AND FACULTY ¢

4 ADMINISTRATION ¢

Eunice E. Santos, Dean
Linda C. Smith, Interim Executive Associate Dean
Emily Knox, Interim Associate Dean for Academic Affairs
J. Stephen Downie, Associate Dean for Research
Meg Edwards, Assistant Dean for Student Affairs
Cynthia Ashwill, Senior Assistant Dean for Communications and Marketing
Jill Gengler, Director of Alumni Affairs
Moises Orozco Villicafia, Director of Enrollment Management
Melissa Newell, Director of Undergraduate Affairs

¢ FACULTY ¢

Jerome McDonough
Kate McDowell
Jill Naiman

Masooda Bashir
Catherine Blake

Maria Bonn

Nigel Bosch Melissa Ocepek
Anita Say Chan Judith Pintar

Jessie Chin Allen Renear

Inkyung Choi Madelyn Sanfilippo

Eunice Santos
Jodi Schneider
Sara L. Schwebel
Yoo-Seong Song

Sharon Comstock
Peter Darch
Jana Diesner
J. Stephen Downie

David Dubin Carol Tilley

Jingrui He Vetle Torvik
Elizabeth Hoiem Kevin Trainor
Matthew Turk

David Hopping
Michael Twidale

Yun Huang
Lori Kendall Ted Underwood
Halil Kilicoglu Yang Wang
Emily Knox John Weible

Elizabeth Wickes
Karen Wickett
Kate Williams
Martin Wolske

Kyungwon Koh
Kathryn La Barre
Bertram Ludascher
Rachel Magee
Bonnie Mak
¢ EMERITUS FACULTY ¢

Christine Jenkins
Donald W. Krummel
Carole Palmer
Ann (Bishop) Peterson-Kemp
W. Boyd Rayward
Daniel Schiller
Linda C. Smith
Terry L. Weech

Abdul Alkalimat
Alistair Black
Bertram (Chip) Bruce
Pauline A. Cochrane
Susan G. Davis
Leigh Estabrook
Caroline Haythornthwaite
Elizabeth (Betsy) Hearne
Kathryn Luther Henderson



4 AFFILIATED FACULTY ¢

Scott Althaus, Bruce Schatz, Medical Information Science
Cline Center for Advanced Social Research David Sepkoski, History
Clara Chu, Mortenson Center Neil Smalheiser, UIC
Benjamin Grosser, Art + Design Victoria Stodden, USC
Lisa Janicke Hinchliffe, University Library Daniel G. Tracy, University Library
Joseph Brant Houston, College of Media Shaowen Wang, GGIS
Karrie Karahalios, Computer Science John Wilkin, University Library
Daniel Katz, NCSA Abigail Wooldridge, IESE
Zahra Mohaghegh, NPRE

ChengXiang Zhai, Computer Science

¢ ADJUNCT FACULTY ¢
Summer 2020, Fall 2020, Spring 2021

Naomi Alterman

John Holton
Barbara Alvarez Andrew Huot
Jeanie Austin Jacob Jett
Susan Avery Kirstin Johnson
Anne Barnhart Jimi Jones

Atoma Batoma

Ellen Knutson
Sara Benson

Sidney Berger
Carisse Berryhill
Stephanie Besser
Kristina Bisbee
Robert Bothmann
Emilie Butt
Christopher Condill
Anne Craig
Christa Leigh Deacy-Quinn
Linda Diekman
Damian Duffy
Karen Egan
Pamela Espinosa De Los Monteros
Kenya Flash
Ryan Gan
Christine Hagar
Julia Hart
Anna Hartmann
Merinda Kaye Hensley
Lisa Janicke Hinchliffe
Rebecca Hodson
Jeanne Holba-Puacz

Katie Chamberlain Kritikos
Elizabeth LaRue
Joyce Latham
Tomas Lipinski
Mark Lopez
Karla Lucht
Thomas MacMullen
Alaine Martaus
Kristin Mattson
Amanda McLellan
Benjamin Mead-Harvey
David Mussulman
Caroline Nappo
Siva Ratna Kumari Narisetti
Steve Oberg
Ann Ohms
Megan Oliver
Kate Quealy-Gainer
Bethany Radcliffe
Philip Reiter
Zoe Revell
Heidi Rhea
Melissa Salrin



¢ ADJUNCT FACULTY CONTINUED ¢

Scott Schwartz John Vincler
Ruth Shasteen Anke Voss
Rebecka Sheffield Walter Wilson
Zachary Stier Michael Wonderlich
Aiko Takazawa Melissa Wong

Jennifer Teper Beth Woodard



The School of Information Sciences faculty and
staff join with your family and friends in
congratulating each of you on earning your
degree. As students you have been valued
members of the iSchool community. We look
forward to staying in touch with you as you
pursue your careers. You have chosen a field
where you can apply your talents in many
different settings, and we hope that you find
rewarding opportunities to use the knowledge
and skills you have developed.
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